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Ondatra zibethicus
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Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus), the only species of Ondatra in Circetidae, is native to America and
introduced into China as a fur animal. Male muskrats have a pair of special glands in their lower
abdomen that secrete an oily liquid with a particular smell, called muskrat musk. The musk-secreting
behavior of muskrat is periodic. From March to October, the scented gland expands to 45 mm and con-
tinues to secrete muskrat musk. From November to February, the scented gland shrinks to the size of
soybean and no longer produces musk. How to prolong the secreted period to increase the amount of

musk is an important topic in the physiological research of muskrat musk-secreting.
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